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Sequel Novel to Sideways Debuts:

“Vertical” Released Nationally January 10, 2011

Los Angeles, CA – Rex Pickett, author of Sideways, the road trip novel that became a movie and influenced a generation of new wine drinkers, has announced the publication of his Sideways sequel, Vertical.  Published by Loose Gravel Press, the novel will be available nationwide in electronic and hard copy form, beginning January 10, 2011

The further adventures of Miles and Jack unfold in Vertical, as these two flawed, yet wildly popular characters, hit the road once again, this time with Miles’s wheelchair-dependent mother on board, as well as her Filipina caretaker and rascally Yorkie terrier.  The novel opens at the World of Pinot Noir in Shell Beach, and follows the foursome, as they visit one wine region after another, between the Central Coast and Oregon’s famed Willamette Valley. 

Vertical is yet another love letter to Pacific Coast wines, with stops along the way in the Santa Ynez Valley (Sideways country), Paso Robles, Napa/Sonoma, before finally arriving in the Willamette Valley, Oregon.  The mother-son relationship is further explored in Vertical, as is Miles’s love of golf, with a particularly pivotal scene taking place at the famed Whistling Straits Golf Course on the Wisconsin coastline.

The lines between reality and fiction are blurred in Vertical, as Miles confronts the trappings of fame in his newfound role as wine connoisseur and celebrity writer; the same trappings that novelist Pickett confronted when the film Sideways became a surprise hit. 

“In Vertical – as I did in Sideways – as Miles, I wore my heart on my sleeve and hung it all out for the world to see,” said Pickett.  “I think it’s deeper than the first book, though just as funny.  It is based on my life experience which has been anything but predictable.  Readers may experience that same unpredictability in Vertical.”

Loose Gravel Press is a publishing entity founded by Tim Moore, a former New York “remainder book” salesman, and now an Atlanta-based entrepreneur with connections to the wine and food world, and Rex Pickett. “It was terrifying at first to go the self-imprint route, but for me it was time to forsake the traditional publishing house road,” said Pickett, who witnessed his novel become a film that won over 350 awards from major critics and awards organizations.  “I had over 100 rejection letters for Sideways.  I couldn’t give it away. This time, working with the same brilliant editor from Sideways and my business partner in my own imprint, the process has been positively a joy.”

Friends via E-mail for several years, Pickett and Moore met in a Santa Monica coffee shop after both had read Ken Auletta’s Publish or Perish story in a spring New Yorker Magazine.  Moore had been, among other things, a newspaper and magazine reporter and a book salesman at Atlantic Monthly Press.  Both readily, and eagerly, agreed that self-publishing was not only a viable road for Vertical, but the only one that made sense given the tremendous branding of Sideways.

“It’s clear that new paradigms have emerged that provide some great publishing opportunities if you are willing to be innovative and take a chance,” said Moore. “But, with Rex and Vertical, I saw those chances as pretty good.  Sideways is so beloved because Rex created characters that are timeless in their sincerity and vulnerability.  I believe he surpasses that in Vertical, and then some.”

“I have led a surreal life since the popularity of the movie Sideways was released,” added Pickett, who was overwhelmed by the success of the film adaptatiion of his novel Sideways.  “Vertical captures both the highs and lows of that real existence.”

Loose Gravel Press will release Vertical in paperback and electronic editions on January 10, 2011.  A special hardback gift set of Sideways and Vertical:  Two for the Road Edition will also be released as a “gift package for the wine lover” in hard back editions in late spring 2011.

A promotional signing and speaking tour beginning in the Willamette Valley is scheduled for March, 2011.

In a situation where life imitates art, Rex Pickett has just been invited to be a guest of honor at The 25th International Pinot Noir July 29th in McMinnville, Oregon.

To learn more about Vertical, please visit www.verticalthenovel.com.  Books may be purchased at www.verticalthenovel.com and www.loosegravelpress.com, as well as other online outlets.  To schedule an interview with Rex Pickett, or for other media inquiries, please contact info@loosegravelpress.com
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